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The Catholic Parishes of 

Saint John Capistran      Immaculate Conception      Holy Rosary 

The Epiphany of the Lord                                                    January 5, 2020 

HOLY DAYS MASSES 
 AS NOTED IN BULLETIN 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Please call (308) 856-4375 to 
make an appointment. 
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday – 4:30 – 4:45 
Sunday – 7:30 – 7:45 
Sunday – After 10:00 Mass  
By request Anytime by  
appointment 
 

MARRIAGES 
Friday Evenings or 2 PM Satur-
days, or you can invoke the “Tool 
Law”. 4 month minimum prepara-
tion. If previously married takes 1 
1/2 to 2 years for annulment deci-
sion. 
 

BAPTISM 
Call Rectory for class and instruc-
tions. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please introduce yourselves to the 
Pastor or call the rectory (308) 
856-4375 to register. 
 

DEADLINE FOR BULLETIN 
Wednesday 12 NOON 
If you miss the deadline, sorry no 
announcements at Mass. 

Website:   nebraskacatholic.org   
Parish e-mail: 

Immaculate.holyrosary.stjohn@gmail.com 
Phone:  (308) 856-4375 
Fax:        (308) 856-4017 

Mail Address: P.O. Box 530 
                      Elm Creek, NE 68836 

STAFF 
Rev. Alexander  J. Borzych    Pastor 
Rev. Mr. Bill O’Donnell    Deacon 
Helen Pingel     Parishes Secretary 
Jeannette Taubenheim              Religious Ed Grade School – Amherst 
James and Heather Brennan    High School Religious Ed — Overton 
Kevin and Sarah Luther    Grade School Religious Ed — Overton 
Cheska Hubbard     Religious Ed — Elm Creek 

MASS TIMES  FOR FEBRUARY 
Overton— Saturday 5:00 PM 
Amherst—Sunday 8:00 AM 
Elm Creek—Sunday 10:00 AM 

MASS TIMES  FOR JANUARY 
Amherst— Saturday 5:00 PM 
Elm Creek—Sunday 8:00 AM 
Overton—Sunday 10:00 AM 

MASS TIMES  FOR MARCH 
Elm Creek— Saturday 5:00 PM 
Overton—Sunday 8:00 AM 
Amherst—Sunday 10:00 AM 



Immaculate Conception 

St. John Capistran 

Holy Rosary 

TRI-PARISH NEWS 

The Grand Island Diocese has a new website, 
you might want to check it out.  The address 
is: 

       www.gidiocese.org 

 

The Knights of Columbus will have their 

Monthly Meeting  January 21, in Amherst, 

in the Church Basement, 7:30 pm.  All 

Knights are encouraged to attend. 

     St. John Capistran will be offering Eucharistic Adoration 
on the First Fridays of each  month  from 3:00 PM to 7:00 
PM.   The next adoration is January 3rd.  Please sign up for 
a time slot  in the back of church  on the form provided. 

Immaculate Conception CCW will meet at the Education 
Center on Wednesday, January 8 at 7:00.  All women from 
our parish are members and invited to attend.   

     Winter Gear Donations - We are now accepting dona-
tions for children’s hats, gloves, and scarves that will be 
donated to Overton Public Schools.  Please leave your do-
nation in the box downstairs or you may place it on the 
tree in the back of the church once we are decorated for 
Christmas.    If you have any questions, please contact  
Sarah Luther @ 402.580.3195.  

Please Take Note 
I will be closing the books for 2019 

On January 8.  Please have all donations for  

2019 in to the office by that  time. 

Thank you, Helen 

New Years Prayer for 2020 

Remember us, O God; 

from age to age be our comforter. 

You have given us the wonder of time, 

blessings in days and nights, seasons and 

years. 

Bless your children at the turning of the 

year and fill the months ahead with the 

bright hope that is ours in the coming of 

Christ. 

You are our God, living and reigning,      

forever and ever. Amen. 

     Judy and I want to say thank you to all those who 

remembered us so generously this last Christmas.  

                                                 Deacon Bill   

     I would like to thank the many parishioners that 
remembered me with gifts this Christmas.   I am 
touched by your generosity in remembering me  
during this  Holy season.  God’s blessings to all of 
you. 

                                                           Fr Alex 

"It is a poverty to decide that a child must die 
so that you may live as you wish." 

                                   ~ Blessed Mother Teresa ~  

Knights of Columbus Soup Supper 

At the Overton High School  
Commons Area 

January 7, 2020 — 4:00-8:00 pm 

Freewill Donation 

Weekday Masses: 
Tuesday, Jan. 7, Holy Rosary,  9:00 am for Edward  
     Borzych 
Wednesday, Jan. 8 , Immaculate Conception, 9:00 am for 
     Ed and Martha Borzych 
Thursday, Jan.  9, St. John Capistran, 9:00 am for Randy 
Lewandowski 
Weekend MaSt. John Capistransses: 
Saturday, Jan. 11, St. John Capistran, 5:00 pm, for  
     People of the Parishes  
Sunday, Jan. 12, Immaculate Conception, 8:00 am for    
     Catherine Daake 
Sunday, Jan. 12, Holy Rosary, 10:00 am for Garrett Scholz 



Collection Report:  December 22, 2019 
                                                  
                                                            Immaculate Conception         Holy Rosary                      St. John Capistran 

Income needed to                     $1,250.00                 $750.00                     $1000.00 
meet  expenses    
 

Sunday                                          .00                          .00                       .00 
Children                               .00              .00         .00 
Christmas            .00             .00                       .00 
Capital Improvements           .00          -0-                                   -0- 

                                                                   Remember the sick and Pray for them. 
Immaculate Conception Parish 

Homebound: Donevieve Ourada, Betty  Broe 
Ill or Recovering;  Betty Broe, Bob Dudek 
Betty Geist, Eileen Smith, Pat Johns, Marg Aten, 
Jim Gunderson,  Catherine Daake,  Mary Ice 

Holy Rosary Parish 
Homebound: Jean McTygue,   
Ill or Recovering: Alan Smith, Anna Graczyk, Janice 
Streit, James Poorman, Larry Streit,  Garrett Scholz, 
Lance Kizer,  Tom Brennan 

Saint John Capistran 
Ill or Recovering:  Delores McTygue 
Chase Klingelhoefer, Dick Riessland,  Dave 
Glatter, Anna Fees,  Janice Loeffelholz, Stepha-
nie Godfrey, Ronin  Bowie, Helen Kinnaman 

We are tithing Parishes, 
meaning we give 10% of what 
God gave us back (5% parish 
and 5% other charities).  
Based off bible (Tobit 1:6-7, 
Deuteronomy 14:22, He-
brews 7:2-25) 

 

THE MAGI OR WISEMEN 
In ancient Iran--also known as Persia--a priest was called 
a "magus." The plural is "magi". The word "magic" comes 
from the same root. Magi were experts in astronomy. 
This was useful in determining the calendar and the end 
of winter and the spring planting season. They believed 
that stars and other celestial objects actually influenced, 
rather than merely coincided with, earthly events. One, 
or possibly a series of omens, led them to believe that a 
royal prince had been born in Israel. They were sent as 
ambassadors to provide tribute to the newborn. The bi-
ble does not say how many Magi visited. It is assumed 
that there were three because of the number of gifts.  

MYRRH AND FRANKINCENSE 
The gifts brought by the Magi were both appropriate and 
expensive. The value of gold is obvious but what of the oth-
er presents? Myrrh is an aromatic substance made from 
the sap of Myrtle balsam trees found in India, Africa and 
Saudi Arabia. It is a natural antiseptic and useful as a medi-
cine. Egyptians used myrrh for embalming mummies. It is 
now used for toothpaste and mouthwash. 
Incense is a hardened gum that also comes from trees 
found in the same areas. The word "Frank" comes from an 
old French word that means "marked." It is a stamp that 
the incense is "free" from contaminants or "pure". 
(Franking is still used for free mail rights given to mem-
bers of Congress.) Incense was used primarily to cover up 
the smells caused by animal sacrifices. Hence it was con-
nected with worship. 

The 2019-2020 Diocesan Appeal  

 Parish     Number of  Donor   Pledges Goal  Received Balance         Percentage 
     Households     Goal    Returned 

Immaculate Conception        58     24          5              $6,811.00           $2,12500       $4,686.00              31%            
Holy Rosary               45     20          5              $5,043.00           $2,150.00      $2,893.00               43% 
St. John Capistran  65     24        11             $6,891.00           $4,620.00       $2,271.00              60%  



 DAILY PRAYER THIS WEEK 
      

Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton  University's  Online Ministries web 
site: http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.htmlUsed 
with permission.  

     The 3rd Week of Christmas 
       

     Sunday is the celebration around the world 

of the Epiphany of the Lord. The light has 

come into the darkness of the world and our 

salvation was made known to the Gentiles. The 

Prophet Isaiah offers us a vibrant image of hope 

and fulfillment: "Rise up in splendor, Jerusa-

lem! Your light has come, the glory of the Lord 

shines upon you." Matthew's Gospel brings us 

the story of the Magi and their encounter with 

Herod on the way to "do homage" to the new-

born King of the Jews. "And behold, the star 

that they had seen at its rising preceded them, 

until it came and stopped over the place where 

the child was." 

     In the week that follows the Epiphany we 

continue with more of the beautiful first read-

ings from the First Letter of John. He wants us 

to believe the message: we are from God and 

are loved by God and "Whoever is without love 

does not know God, for God is love." 

     The Gospels this week are from all four gos-

pel writers, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. We 

read of Jesus traveling through Galilee 

"teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the 

Gospel of the Kingdom, and curing every dis-

ease and illness among the people." He feeds 

loaves and fishes to the hungry and exhorts his 

disciples, “Take courage, it is I, do not be 

afraid!” when they are caught in a storm at sea. 

When he reads from the scriptures at the syna-

gogue, he proclaims, “Today this Scripture pas-

sage is fulfilled in your hearing.” On Saturday, 

John tells his followers he is not the Christ. "He 

must increase; I must decrease." 

     Sunday is the The Baptism of the Lord. We 

hear the Lord say in the first reading 

from Isaiah, "Here is my servant whom I up-

hold, my chosen one with whom I am pleased, 

upon whom I have put my spirit." Those words 

are echoed in the reading from Matthew's Gos-

pel, "“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 

      

     This week is a time with two special Sundays 

book-ending the week. Both celebrations offer an 

"epiphany," an understanding and insight into the 

essence of who Jesus really is. When the Wisemen 

visit the poorest of families and find the baby Je-

sus, they have a clearer idea of what kind of king 

he will be. 

At the Baptism of the Lord the following Sunday, 

Jesus is baptized and the skies open and the voice 

of God proclaims, "This is my beloved Son." 

More than just a prophet, this special relationship 

with God is made manifest in that moment. 

     How can we make this week a special one as 

the Christmas season draws to a close? In some 

parts of the world daylight is plentiful right now, 

but for many of us the days are short and the dark 

of night surrounds us many hours each day. This 

could be the week to reflect on that darkness and 

the light that Jesus brings into our hearts. 

     Each morning as our feet touch the floor next 

to our beds, we can open our hands briefly in the 

darkness and ask God to show us the light in our 

lives. Gratitude is a wonderful way to pray and to 

recognize the light we sometimes don't notice in 

our lives. Maybe in this final week of Christmas, 

we can light a candle at dinner and remember a 

special blessing we have been given or something 

we are grateful for in our lives. 

Dear Lord, 
You came to your disciples when they felt 
alone on the stormy waters and comforted 
them with your presence. Be with me today 
and let my heart be touched by the the love 
you so lavishly give to me. Let me remem-


