
 DAILY PRAYER THIS WEEK 
      

Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton  University's Online Ministries web 
site: http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.htmlUsed 
with permission.  

     The 34th Week of Ordinary Time 

     Sunday is the Thirty-Fourth Sunday in Ordi-
nary Time and the last week of the liturgical year. 
As always on this last Sunday, we celebrate 
the Solemnity of Christ the King. The readings 
remind us of God's faithfulness to us as he promis-
es to shepherd the people of Israel. In Luke's Gos-
pel we are taken to the crucifixion and Jesus being 
mocked as “King of the Jews.” The man crucified 
next to him asks Jesus to remember him when he 
gets into his Kingdom. Jesus replies, “Amen, I say 
to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 

In the US, Thursday is Thanksgiving Day, with its 
own set of readings. Saturday is the Feast of Saint 
Andrew, Apostle. 

The first reading this last week of the liturgical 
year is from the Book of Daniel. These apocalyptic 
and mystical readings were written to give encour-
agement to the Jewish people in the face of perse-
cution. 

The stories in the Gospel of Luke this week offer a 
look at the meaning of generosity as the poor wid-
ow offers her two small coins. Jesus cautions 
against those who will come in his name promising 
salvation: “Do not follow them!” The cost of fol-
lowing his teaching is made clear, “You will be 
hated by all because of my name, but not a hair on 
your head will be destroyed.” In a dramatic look at 
the end time, echoing the Daniel readings, Jesus 
says, “And then they will see the Son of Man com-
ing in a cloud with power and great glory.” Jesus 
continues the “end time” message saying, “know 
that the Kingdom of God is near. Amen, I say to 
you, this generation will not pass away until all 
these things have taken place.” He cautions, 
“Beware that your hearts do not become drowsy 
from carousing and drunkenness and the anxieties 
of daily life, and that day catch you by surprise like 
a trap.” 

The First Sunday of Advent begins a new liturgi-
cal year and the beginning of a season filled with 
the riches of our scripture readings. For the next 
few weeks, the main focus will be on the first read-
ing, with the gospel chosen to accompany 
it. Isaiah offers the people of God a promise of 
peace: “They shall beat their swords into plow-
shares and their spears into pruning 
hooks.” Matthew's gospel is the story of Noah and 
a caution from Jesus to prepare “for an hour you do 
not expect.” 

 

The old and the new come together this week as we 
bring this liturgical year to a close and look ahead to 
Advent, which begins Sunday. We reflect that Jesus is 
our Savior and King. This means we are called to help 
build up the kingdom by loving Jesus in our poorest 
brothers and sisters. We will encounter readings about 
the generosity of a poor widow and the warning of the 
approaching end of time. This is meant to help us 
begin our preparations for Advent. The actual end of 
the world may not be at hand, but the Kingdom of God 
is always at hand for us. It takes focus and paying at-
tention to notice the signs, the ways the Lord makes 
himself available to us in the midst of our busy days. 

We prepare for Advent this week when we can begin a 
small, but honest prayer, “Come, Lord, Jesus. Come 
into this place and into the conflict in my life. Let me 
be attentive and open to see the places where I am rest-
less, distracted and too busy. Come into my real situa-
tion - not the way I present myself to others. Come to 
me - the real me that needs you.” We need this kind of 
preparation. These are challenging times. Holidays 
stretch us and test us. Sometimes, under the stress of it 
all, we regress into behaviors that are bad and destruc-
tive, because they are familiar and what so many oth-
ers are doing. Relationships get strained. Alcohol rare-
ly brings cheer without at times risking bad patterns. 
So, praying these days - while very busy - praying out 
of our needs and even our pain - roots us in relation-
ship with the One who always comes to save us. 

For those of us in the U.S., we shouldn’t miss reflect-
ing on the meaning of Thanksgiving Day. It is an im-
portant time to be grateful for what we have received 
and to accept our responsibility for being good stew-
ards of what we have, sharing God's gifts to us in lov-
ing service to others. 

For all of us, this is a week to be grateful and to expe-
rience the beginning of Advent on Sunday. We can 
prepare to walk into Church more alert, more ready to 
explore our longing. We can take advantage of the 
many resources offered on the “Praying Ad-
vent” pages. 

As we grow in our practice of connecting with our 
Lord and friend in brief moments throughout each day, 
we can develop the habit of giving thanks each night 
for what we have received. 

THE FISH WRAP 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Catholic Parishes of 

Saint John Capistran      Immaculate Conception      Holy Rosary 
        Amherst                       Elm Creek                  Overton 

J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  K i n g  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s e                        N o v e m be r  2 4 ,  2 0 1 9  

HOLY DAYS MASSES 
 AS NOTED IN BULLETIN 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Please call (308) 856-4375 to 
make an appointment. 
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday – 4:30 – 4:45 
Sunday – 7:30 – 7:45 
Sunday – After 10:00 Mass  
By request Anytime by  
appointment 
 

MARRIAGES 
Friday Evenings or 2 PM Satur-
days, or you can invoke the “Tool 
Law”. 4 month minimum prepara-
tion. If previously married takes 1 
1/2 to 2 years for annulment deci-
sion. 
 

BAPTISM 
Call Rectory for class and instruc-
tions. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please introduce yourselves to the 
Pastor or call the rectory (308) 
856-4375 to register. 
 

DEADLINE FOR BULLETIN 
Wednesday 12 NOON 
If you miss the deadline, sorry no 
announcements at Mass. 

Website:   nebraskacatholic.org   
Parish e-mail: 

Immaculate.holyrosary.stjohn@gmail.com 
Phone:  (308) 856-4375 
Fax:        (308) 856-4017 

Mail Address: P.O. Box 530 
                      Elm Creek, NE 68836 

STAFF 
Rev. Alexander  J. Borzych    Pastor 
Rev. Mr. Bill O’Donnell    Deacon 
Helen Pingel     Parishes Secretary 
Jeannette Taubenheim              Religious Ed Grade School – Amherst 
James and Heather Brennan    High School Religious Ed — Overton 
Kevin and Sarah Luther    Grade School Religious Ed — Overton 
Cheska Hubbard     Religious Ed — Elm Creek 

MASS TIMES  FOR JANUARY 
Amherst— Saturday 5:00 PM 
Elm Creek—Sunday 8:00 AM 
Overton—Sunday 10:00 AM 

MASS TIMES  FOR DECEMBER 
Elm Creek— Saturday 5:00 PM 
Overton—Sunday 8:00 AM 
Amherst—Sunday 10:00 AM 

MASS TIMES  FOR FEBRUARY 
Overton— Saturday 5:00 PM 
Amherst—Sunday 8:00 AM 
Elm Creek—Sunday 10:00 AM 

http://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/Advent/
http://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/Advent/


Immaculate Conception 

St. John Capistran 

Holy Rosary 

TRI-PARISH NEWS 

 

     St. John Capistran will be offering Eucharistic Adoration 
on the First Fridays of each  month  from 3:00 PM to 7:00 
PM.   The next adoration is December 6st.  Please sign up 
for a time slot  in the back of church  on the form provided. 

Weekday Masses: 
Tuesday, Nov. 26, Holy Rosary, 9:00 am for Tina 
     Gruntorad by Daniel Gruntorad  
Wednesday, Nov. 27, Immaculate Conception, 9:00 am for 
     Dennis Broe by Connie Broe & family 
Thursday, Nov. 28, St. John Capistran, NO MASS Happy  
     Thanksgiving 

 
Weekend Masses: 
Saturday, Nov. 30, Immaculate Conception, 5:00 pm for  
     Catherine Daake by Eva Eckhout 
Sunday, Dec. 1, Holy Rosary, 8:00 am for Phillip 
     McDonald by Dan McDonald 
Sunday, Dec. 1, St. John Capistran, 10:00 am for the  
     People of the Parishes  

St. John Capistran Catholic Church, Amherst 
Annual Soup, Sandwich and Bake Sale 

Kid’s Games 
Sunday, November 24, 2019         

10:30 AM to 1:30 PM 
Amherst Community Hall 

EVERYONE WELCOME     Free Will Donation   

     December 15, St. John Capistran will be taking up 
a second collection after Communion with proceeds 
going to Grand Island Diocesan Council of Catholic 
Women, Contribution Sunday. 

ADVENT RECONCILIATION SERVICES 
 

Amherst, December 1st, after Mass 
Elm Creek, December 4, at 7:00 pm 

Overton, December 4, at 7:00 pm  

Holy Rosary Youth Group 
Annual Thanksgiving Dinner 

 

Sunday November 24, 2019 

11am to 1pm 

 

     Card shower for Kirk Saathoff and his wife, Leah. Kirk 
and Leah were married October 12th of this year. They 
live in Kansas City, Missouri. Let’s shower Kirk and Leah 
with monetary gifts or gift cards.. Sunday, December 1st 
will be the deadline .  There is a basket  in the entrance of 
the church for the cards. 

     Feast of the Immaculate Conception:  Immaculate Con-
ception Parish will celebrate our feast day on Saturday, 
Dec. 7 after the 5 pm Mass.  Come prepared to eat and play 
some cards or games.  Bring your favorite game.  Soup, 
homemade bread, dessert and drinks will be provid-
ed.  Feel free to bring sandwiches if you want.  See you 
there!  Questions?  Denise Ourada 440-0728  

     Holy Rosary Altar Society  Soup Supper. Friday De-
cember 6th—4:00 to  8:00 pm.  At the Overton Public 
School, during the Overton/ Loomis Basketball Game.  
The ladies will be serving Chicken Noodle  and Vegetable 
Bee Soups,  Chili Sloppy Joes  and a variety of desserts.  
This will be a Free Will Donation event. 

Holy Rosary Altar Society  Soup Supper 

Friday December 6th—4:00 to  8:00 pm 
Overton Public School 

During the Overton/Loomis Basketball Game 
Chicken Noodle  and Vegetable Beef Soups,  
Chili, Sloppy Joes  and a variety of desserts 

Free Will Donation 

Have a Blessed Thanksgiving   

with family  and  friends 

Collection Report:  November 17, 2019 
                                                  
                                                            Immaculate Conception         Holy Rosary                      St. John Capistran 

Income needed to                     $1,250.00                 $750.00                     $1000.00 
meet  expenses    
 

Sunday                     775.00    1150.00              1009.00 
Children                             2.00            6.00    10.00 
  
 

 Remember the sick and Pray for them. 

Immaculate Conception Parish 
Homebound: Donevieve Ourada 
Ill or Recovering;  Betty Broe, Bob Dudek 
Betty Geist, Eileen Smith, Pat Johns, Marg 
Aten, Jim Gunderson,  Catherine Daake 
 

Holy Rosary Parish 
Homebound: Jean McTygue,  Pat Jandebeur 
Ill or Recovering: Alan Smith, Anna Graczyk, Janice 
Streit, James Poorman, Larry Streit,  Garrett Scholz, 
Lance Kizer,   
 

Saint John Capistran 
Ill or Recovering:  Delores McTygue 
Chase Klingelhoefer, Dick Riessland,  Dave 
Glatter, Anna Fees,  Janice Loeffelholz, Stepha-
nie Godfrey, Ronin  Bowie, Helen Kinnaman 
 

We are tithing Parishes, 
meaning we give 10% of what 
God gave us back (5% parish 
and 5% other charities).  
Based off bible (Tobit 1:6-7, 
Deuteronomy 14:22, He-
brews 7:2-25) 

 

THEY ANOINTED DAVID AS KING 
     Why would a free, democratic society voluntarily choose to be ruled 
by a hereditary monarch? That is the crux of the feast of Christ the 
King. For an answer we have only to look to the nation of Israel in the 
11th century B.C. The people of Israel were fiercely independent. They 
had wrested the land from its inhabitants through local battles, usual-
ly without the help of their fellow Israelites. Suddenly this changed 
when they asked for--demanded--a king. Their first ruler was Saul, a 
man whose short-comings could have turned them away from a mon-
arch. They persisted, however, and asked David to succeed him. 
     Part of the answer lies in the unity brought about by a strong, cen-
tral authority. With a hereditary monarchy, there also lay the proba-
bility that the royal heir would be trained in leadership from his 
youth. The qualities of the father might surely be passed on to the son. 
Though this might not always be the case, it was a partial guarantee of 
stability in a region that was highly unstable. 

TODAY IN PARADISE 
     Flower gardens were almost nonexistent in ancient 
times. Arable land was used for growing food. Only 
the most wealthy could enjoy the luxury of purely 
ornamental planting. Typically this meant that only a 
king could afford such a space. In Persia (Iran) the 
royal garden was enclosed with a high wall, kept be-
hind locked gates. It was secured for the private en-
joyment of the ruler and those in his favor. The Per-
sian word for this enclave was "pairi-daiza" or en-
closed park. The English word is "paradise". 
     One of the two thieves crucified with Jesus recog-
nizes the special nature of Jesus. Our Lord promises 
that he will soon be with him in paradise. It is an ad-
mission of kingship by Christ and a promise for all 
admitted sinners. 

The 2019-2020 Diocesan Appeal  

 Parish     Number of  Donor   Pledges Goal  Received Balance         Percentage 
     Households     Goal    Returned 

Immaculate Conception        58     24          1              $6,811.00           $25.00           $ 6,786.00              99%            
Holy Rosary               45     20          2              $5,043.00           $1,000.00      $4,043.00              80% 
St. John Capistran  65     24          4              $6,891.00           $1,500.00      $ 5,391.00             78%  


