
 DAILY PRAYER THIS WEEK 
      

Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton  University's Online Ministries web 
site: http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.htmlUsed 
with permission.  

     The 1st Week of Advent  
      The First Sunday of Advent begins a new liturgical 
year and the beginning of a season filled with the riches 
of our scripture readings. For the next few weeks, as we 
focus on Isaiah, we read of the promise of peace of-
fered to the people of God: “They shall beat their 
swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning 
hooks.” Matthew's gospel is the story of Noah and a 
caution from Jesus to prepare “for an hour you do not 
expect.” 

     Tuesday Memorial of the great Jesuit mission-
ary, Saint Francis Xavier, S.J. In the US, Saturday is 
the Memorial of Saint Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor of 
the Church, while the rest of the world celebrates 
the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. In the US, it will be celebrated on 
the following Monday, December 9. 

     Unlike most of the liturgical year, the focus during 
the first part of Advent is on the first readings, this 
week from the Prophet Isaiah. These readings are about 
promises. Isaiah is consoling, building up and prepar-
ing his people to have hope. “One nation shall not raise 
the sword against another, nor shall they train for war 
again.” He promises “luster and glory” for the people: 
“and the fruit of the earth will be honor and splendor 
for the survivors of Israel.” Even though the family 
lines of King David and his father, Jesse, are almost 
wiped out, Isaiah proclaims hope: “On that day, a shoot 
shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, and from his roots 
a bud shall blossom.” The prophet tells of feasting and 
security: “On this mountain the LORD of hosts will 
provide for all peoples a feast of rich food and choice 
wines, juicy, rich food and pure, choice wines” and “A 
strong city have we; he sets up walls and ramparts to 
protect us.” Even Jesus' own statement about his mis-
sion is seen in the powerful images Isaiah uses to give 
us courage and hope: “On that day the deaf shall hear ... 
the eyes of the blind shall see ... the lowly will ever 
find joy in the LORD ... ” “On the day the LORD binds 
up the wounds of his people.” 

     The gospels for these weeks are chosen from several 
gospels. They are meant to match the first readings and 
to show the promises are fulfilled in Jesus. Jesus brings 
healing. He raises up the childlike. And Jesus calls and 
sends the twelve apostles to continue his ministry. 

     In the Second Sunday of Advent we 
hear Isaiah write of peace and prosperity that will 

come when the “root of Jesse” blossoms. “Then 
the wolf shall be a guest of the lamb, and the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf and 
the young lion shall browse together, with a little 
child to guide them.” Matthew's Gospel brings us 
the famous Advent reading of John the Baptist 
serving as a voice of one crying out in the desert, 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his 
paths.”   

     It seems like a contradiction, but it becomes easy to 
stay focused during Advent. There are many distractions 
at this time of the year, we seem to get very busy, and at 
times have to go to a number of parties and social events. 
But, the heart of this season is all about expectant hope. 
So, we begin our Advent journey by giving ourselves 
some time to reflect this week on how much God promis-
es us. 

     Each morning, while we are first coming to conscious-
ness, we can focus for just a few moments, to name a de-
sire, to name an emptiness or feeling of anxiety or worry. 
It is into places just such as these that our Lord came to 
be with us. So, this week, we can begin to invite our Lord 
to be Incarnate in our lives, in the places we need him the 
most. 

     Our goal this week is to let ourselves feel like those to 
whom the promises of our God are made. We want to get 
in touch with ourselves, especially those parts of our-
selves that are in need of a Savior. We do this by keeping 
our focus on the places that feel like a desert, the places 
that feel like we've been through a war, the places that 
feel like a lifeless stump. When we have a hard time see-
ing, we ask for the grace to be able to believe the promise 
that we shall see. When we seem deaf, we place our trust 
in the One who assures us that we will hear. And when 
we feel beaten down and awfully lowly, we turn to the 
One who promises that we will “find joy in the Lord.” 
And, who among us doesn't have days on which we are 
aware of various kinds of wounds? On the day of prom-
ise, “the Lord binds up the wounds of his people.” 

     As we let these deep realities of our daily, busy lives 
come into focus and interact with the readings, something 
wonderful happens. We become more and more aware of 
our need for God. Very naturally and quite spontaneous-
ly, a prayer comes forth from deep within us, which we 
can say in the smallest moments of our busiest days. 
“Come, Lord.” “Come and save me.” “Come and be with 
me in all of these messy, empty, dry and disordered plac-
es in my life.” “Come, Lord. I feel my longing for you 
grow. I feel my hope grow. And, as I place my hope in 
your promises, Advent begins to come alive in me.” 

     All of this preparation can happen in the simplest way, 
before the first Christmas decoration goes up. And, for 
each moment of each day that we encounter a place that 
we desire, that we long for our Lord's coming, we can 
express our thanksgiving. Each night we might pray: 
The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom should I 
fear? 
The LORD is my life’s refuge; of whom should I be 
afraid? (Ps. 27) 
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The Catholic Parishes of 

Saint John Capistran      Immaculate Conception      Holy Rosary 
        Amherst                       Elm Creek                  Overton 

F i r s t  Su n d a y  o f  Ad v e n t                                                    D e c e m b e r  1 ,  2 0 1 9  

HOLY DAYS MASSES 
 AS NOTED IN BULLETIN 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Please call (308) 856-4375 to 
make an appointment. 
 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday – 4:30 – 4:45 
Sunday – 7:30 – 7:45 
Sunday – After 10:00 Mass  
By request Anytime by  
appointment 
 

MARRIAGES 
Friday Evenings or 2 PM Satur-
days, or you can invoke the “Tool 
Law”. 4 month minimum prepara-
tion. If previously married takes 1 
1/2 to 2 years for annulment deci-
sion. 
 

BAPTISM 
Call Rectory for class and instruc-
tions. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please introduce yourselves to the 
Pastor or call the rectory (308) 
856-4375 to register. 
 

DEADLINE FOR BULLETIN 
Wednesday 12 NOON 
If you miss the deadline, sorry no 
announcements at Mass. 

Website:   nebraskacatholic.org   
Parish e-mail: 

Immaculate.holyrosary.stjohn@gmail.com 
Phone:  (308) 856-4375 
Fax:        (308) 856-4017 

Mail Address: P.O. Box 530 
                      Elm Creek, NE 68836 

STAFF 
Rev. Alexander  J. Borzych    Pastor 
Rev. Mr. Bill O’Donnell    Deacon 
Helen Pingel     Parishes Secretary 
Jeannette Taubenheim              Religious Ed Grade School – Amherst 
James and Heather Brennan    High School Religious Ed — Overton 
Kevin and Sarah Luther    Grade School Religious Ed — Overton 
Cheska Hubbard     Religious Ed — Elm Creek 

MASS TIMES  FOR JANUARY 
Amherst— Saturday 5:00 PM 
Elm Creek—Sunday 8:00 AM 
Overton—Sunday 10:00 AM 

MASS TIMES  FOR DECEMBER 
Elm Creek— Saturday 5:00 PM 
Overton—Sunday 8:00 AM 
Amherst—Sunday 10:00 AM 

MASS TIMES  FOR FEBRUARY 
Overton— Saturday 5:00 PM 
Amherst—Sunday 8:00 AM 
Elm Creek—Sunday 10:00 AM 



Immaculate Conception 

St. John Capistran 

Holy Rosary 

TRI-PARISH NEWS 

Pray for  

Priests, DEACONS,    

Sisters, Seminarians 

And vocations 

Pray for  the  sick  

 

     St. John Capistran will be offering Eucharistic Adoration 
on the First Fridays of each  month  from 3:00 PM to 7:00 
PM.   The next adoration is December 6st.  Please sign up 
for a time slot  in the back of church  on the form provided. 

Weekday Masses: 
Tuesday, Dec. 3 Holy Rosary,  NO MASS Priest Advent Day   
     of Recolection 
Wednesday, Dec. 4, Immaculate Conception, 9:00 am for 
     Dennis Broe by Connie Broe & family 
Thursday, Dec. 5, St. John Capistran, 9:00 am for   
Weekend Masses: 
Saturday, Dec. 7, Immaculate Conception, 5:00 pm for  
     Catherine Daake by Eva Eckhout 
Sunday, Dec. 1, Holy Rosary, 8:00 am for Tina Gruntorad 
by  Danial Gruntorad 
Sunday, Dec. 1, St. John Capistran, 10:00 am for the  
     People of the Parishes  

     December 15, St. John Capistran will be taking up 
a second collection after Communion with proceeds 
going to Grand Island Diocesan Council of Catholic 
Women, Contribution Sunday. 

ADVENT RECONCILIATION SERVICES 
 

Amherst, December 1st, after Mass 
Elm Creek, December 4, at 7:00 pm 

Overton, December 4, at 7:00 pm  

     Feast of the Immaculate Conception:  Immaculate Con-
ception Parish will celebrate our feast day on Saturday, 
Dec. 7 after the 5 pm Mass.  Come prepared to eat and play 
some cards or games.  Bring your favorite game.  Soup, 
homemade bread, dessert and drinks will be provid-
ed.  Feel free to bring sandwiches if you want.  See you 
there!  Questions?  Denise Ourada 440-0728  

     Holy Rosary Altar Society  Soup Supper. Friday Decem-
ber 6th—4:00 to  8:00 pm.  At the Overton Public School, 
during the Overton/ Loomis Basketball Game.  The ladies 
will be serving Chicken Noodle  and Vegetable Beef Soups,  
Chili Sloppy Joes  and a variety of desserts.  This will be a 
Free Will Donation event. 

Holy Rosary Altar Society  Soup Supper 

Friday December 6th—4:00 to  8:00 pm 
Overton Public School 

During the Overton/Loomis Basketball Game 
Chicken Noodle  and Vegetable Beef Soups,  
Chili, Sloppy Joes  and a variety of desserts 

Free Will Donation 

Since the Feast of the Immaculate 

Conception falls on a Sunday in       

Advent  it is moved to Monday the  

9th of December.  It is not  obligatory  

to attend Mass for this feast. 

     Council #12687 Will have a Pot Luck Brunch after 10:00 
A M  Mass Dec 8 at St John Capistran in Amherst. A Free 
Will Donation for our Seminarian Deacon Daniel Gilbert 
will be collected. Knights are asked to bring a casserole for 
the Brunch. 

     I would like to thank every one for the prayers and 

the Masses being said for her.  She appreciates all of 

you remembering her through this difficult time. May 

God Bless you all for your kindness. 

                                                  Catherine Daake 

      The Immaculate Conception CCW will be collecting 
nursing home gifts for residents.  If you wish to donate a 
gift, please put it in the foyer of the church by December 
15.  Gifts will be collected and taken to a nursing home in 
Kearney. Some residents don’t have families and they en-
joy having a gift to open on Christmas morning. Please 
wrap and mark your gift as to whether it is for a man or a 
woman.  Please call Kristi if you have any questions.  308-

Please Give to the 

Collection Report:  November 17, 2019 
                                                  
                                                            Immaculate Conception         Holy Rosary                      St. John Capistran 

Income needed to                     $1,250.00                 $750.00                     $1000.00 
meet  expenses    
 

Sunday                            .00             .00                       .00 
Children                               .00              .00         .00 
  
 

 Remember the sick and Pray for them. 

Immaculate Conception Parish 
Homebound: Donevieve Ourada 
Ill or Recovering;  Betty Broe, Bob Dudek 
Betty Geist, Eileen Smith, Pat Johns, Marg 
Aten, Jim Gunderson,  Catherine Daake 

Holy Rosary Parish 
Homebound: Jean McTygue,  Pat Jandebeur 
Ill or Recovering: Alan Smith, Anna Graczyk, Janice 
Streit, James Poorman, Larry Streit,  Garrett Scholz, 
Lance Kizer,   

Saint John Capistran 
Ill or Recovering:  Delores McTygue 
Chase Klingelhoefer, Dick Riessland,  Dave 
Glatter, Anna Fees,  Janice Loeffelholz, Stepha-
nie Godfrey, Ronin  Bowie, Helen Kinnaman 

We are tithing Parishes, 
meaning we give 10% of what 
God gave us back (5% parish 
and 5% other charities).  
Based off bible (Tobit 1:6-7, 
Deuteronomy 14:22, He-
brews 7:2-25) 

 

SWORDS INTO PLOWSHARES 
 
     Metal was rare and expensive in ancient times. Conse-
quently it had to be reused rather than be scrapped. In 
times of war, the metal was shaped into swords and 
spears. When peace seemed evident, a blacksmith would 
heat and reform it into tools for farming. Plows were 
made of wood, but had metal tips called "shares" or 
"shears" because they cut or sheared into the ground. 
Isaiah predicts that the Messiah would usher in a time of 
peace and abundance. 

THE ARMOR OF LIGHT 
 

     Like Jesus, Paul often used examples drawn from daily 
life to illustrate his teachings. Soldiers in armor would be a 
common sight in the lands occupied by Rome. They were 
necessary to maintain order and prevent revolutions. The 
Roman soldiers may have lived in excess during off-duty 
moments. The "orgies and drunkenness" would be a wit-
ness to the power and degradation of Rome. By non-
Romans the Roman Soldiers might have been seen as ar-
mies of darkness. Paul suggests that the Christians should 
don virtues that would be the armor of the forces of light. 

The 2019-2020 Diocesan Appeal  

 Parish     Number of  Donor   Pledges Goal  Received Balance         Percentage 
     Households     Goal    Returned 

Immaculate Conception        58     24          1              $6,811.00           $25.00           $ 6,786.00              99%            
Holy Rosary               45     20          2              $5,043.00           $1,000.00      $4,043.00              80% 
St. John Capistran  65     24          5              $6,891.00           $1,750.00      $ 5,141.00             74%  


